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EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHAHGE OF 

GARNET ISABEL PELTON 

Results of our Break with Germant. By giving Count von 
Bemstorff, the German ambassador, his passports and by recaUing our 
ambassador from Germany, President Wilson, on February 3, formally 
broke diplomatic relations with Germany. By doing this we gave up 
taking care of the interests of four great nations in nine enemy coun- 
tries; we relinquished our privilege of alleviating the lot of two million 
prisoners of war in Europe; and we jeopardized our work of relief to 
the Belgians. Fortunately, Germany allows this relief work to con- 
tinue. So far we have not broken relations with Germany's alUes. At 
our request Austria stated her position on the unrestricted submarine 
warfare, courteously yet speciously, trying to keep faith with both 
Germany and us. All over the country important bodies endorsed the 
President's action, including large representations of German-Ameri- 
cans. Many resident Teutons hastened to become citizens; on the 
other hand, many have left for Latin-American coimtries. German 
intrigue, to destroy munition plants and ships and to foment trouble in 
India and elsewhere, is still rife. A German plan of sensational inter- 
est recently discovered and pubUshed by our Government, was to unite 
Mexico and Japan against us if we declared war against Germany. 
The crews of German merchant ships, self-interned in our harbors 
diu-ing the war, seemingly by a preconcerted plan, at once crippled 
their boats to prevent their being used in case we chose to seize them; 
but our Government had no such intention. All the important neutral 
countries protested to Germany against her unrestricted submarine 
campaign, but for evident economic or geographic reasons none have 
broken off diplomatic relations, save China. 

But perhaps the greatest upheaval has been to our shipping. Hun- 
dreds of merchant ships, laden with exports for the Allies, are tied up 
in our harbors, fearing to risk a voyage through the German submarine 
zone. They have demanded from our Government the right to arm, 
for submarines rarely attack well-armed boats. Congress was pre- 
vented at the last moment in meeting this demand. The President, 
therefore, has undertaken the authority to grant it. Meanwhile east- 
ern docks are movmtainous with accumulated merchandise, and pas- 
senger service is paralyzed. Only two American boats have been simk 
by submarines, both crews were rescued, but several Americaiis haye 
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been lost on British boats. These casualties evidently, to the admin- 
stration, were not sufficiently "overt acts" on which to declare war. 

Ahmed Neutrality and Congress. A few days before the Sixty- 
fourth Congress terminated, President Wilson addressed it asking for 
authority "to supply our merchant ships with defensive arms . . . 
and with the means of using them, and to employ any other instrumen- 
talities .... to protect our ships and our people .... 
on the seas." He requested also "sufficient credit .... to pro- 
vide adequate means of protection . . . ." The House passed a 
bill empowering him to arm merchant ships and to raise a credit of 
$100,000,000 by a bond issue but it balked at the phrase "other instru- 
mentalities." The Senate was ready by an overwhelming majority 
to yield all the President requested. Seventy-eight senators signed a 
manifesto declaring themselves in favor of such a bill, but it was held 
up by a filibuster of several senators until Congress expired on March 4. 
The Senate is the only legislative body in the world that has the privi- 
lege of unlimited debate. On Sunday, March 4, the day of the Presi- 
dent's legal inauguration, he made an appeal to the nation enumerat- 
ing several imperative measures which had been snowed under on ac- 
count of the filibuster, rendering "the great government of the United 
States helpless and contemptible." He then suggested the remedy, 
that the Senate rule of unlimited debate be altered. This has been 
done in a special session of the Senate, since the President's public 
inauguration on March 5. The new rule limiting debate is called a 
cloture rule. 

Bills and appropriations of such momentous importance were left 
unpassed by Congress that the President has called the new Congress, 
elected last November, in extra session for April 2. Among such 
measures, besides the armed shipping bill, are several absolutely neces- 
sary in case of war, the army appropriation bill being one. Among 
many important measures passed by this last session of the Sixty- 
fourth Congress was the immigration bill, including a literacy test, on 
which account it was vetoed by the President and passed again over 
his veto; the naval appropriation bill carrying almost half a billion 
dollars; a drastic prohibition measure, passed as a rider to the Post 
Office appropriation bill, forbidding in interstate commerce the trans- 
portation of intoxicating liquors into any state or territory prohibiting 
their manufacture or sale for beverage purposes. This bill will make 
fourteen more of the prohibition states "bone-dry." 



